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miserably. One explanation given is that the Syrian Franks
were jealous of the success won in the early stages by Louis
and Conrad. So certain were the kings that the city would
be taken that they had decided to bestow it on Thierry of
Flanders, Several of the chroniclers assert that some of the
Franks preferred to lose Damascus rather than let ^Thierry
possess it and that they advocated the move from the west
with the deliberate intention of ruining the siege. Other
commentators put the blame on the Templars, It is said
that the Moslems recognised that the city could not be saved
if the Christians maintained their attack on the west, and that
they bribed the Templars, whose advice was always received
with respect by Louis and Conrad, to betray the Crusading
army. Conrad, whom the Templars had entertained lavishly
at their palace in Jerusalem, denounced the charge as wholly
without foundation, but the tales of treachery were repeated
widely. The Hospital and even the young king of Jerusalem
are also charged with taking Moslem gold to bring about the
withdrawal of the besiegers. Whatever the truth in these
accusations, Damascus was lost when the Christian army
moved from the west of the city, and it is highly probable
that Louis and Conrad were betrayed through greed or
jealousy.
After the failure to take Damascus, the project of besieging
Ascalon was abandoned. Conrad departed from the Holy
Land three months later, and Louis sailed from Acre in the
spring of 1149. The French king was deeply disappointed
with the result of the expedition and disgusted with the lack
of support given him by the Syrian Franks, but he was loud in
his praise of the Temple. He wrote to Suger, Abbot of St*
Denis and regent of France, that the Templars had been his
unfailing support throughout the whole of the campaign and
that he could not have " existed even for the smallest space*
of time in these parts " without their assistance. The French
king had arrived in Palestine with an empty treasury, and the ;